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In studying comparative behavior of organisms, there has been a correlation between the infant’s gaze with that that dogs develop. For instance, from research evidence, it has been shown that in a setting with an infant, if a person’s head turns with an expression of an intention to communicate, the preverbal gaze of an infant can be triggered to follow the actors' turn of the head. The two seem to be guided by what is referred to as ostensive and referential signals. The signals are unique to human beings, and they enable infants to respond to the referential signals that are directed to them by those people close to them. Therefore, concerning this skill, dogs have been seen to imitate this social communication skills, and it is not well known whether there is a connection between the dog’s recognition of directional gestures of human in the same manner and context that the infants do. In the article, different methods have been used to come up with the correlation of skill imitation between dogs and infants. Within the 62 dogs that were involved, 29 only were considered in the results and with 12 of them being excluded due to their inattentiveness. The dogs develop an interest in the items utilized by being taken through some warm-up sessions.

Additionally, the researchers included another method known as the Clearview 2.5.1 Protocol in the completion of the calibrated protocol. Besides, the researchers used Tobii X50 eye tracker in the recognition of the gazes. The stimuli, from the dogs, were presented on an LCD monitor showing the ostensive and non-ostensive cues. In the completion of this process, every trial had to go through introductory phases. 
The article explains how after dogs watched a person communicatively turning to two objects, the gazes of dogs faces that were recorded seemed to follow the gaze on the same way as the infants did. Therefore, from this analysis, it was shown that the social skills of dogs could be studied through eye-tracking techniques. Additionally, it was also established that the cues for human gaze exploitation could be used to analyze appropriate communicative ostensive and referential relevant signals of patterns in dogs. Therefore, the study confirms an analog model that that is functionally existing and competent.  

Despite there being evidence about the communicative skills of dogs, it is not clear whether gaze following in dogs is modified to the cues which alert the intention of human to communicate through eye contact and other verbal dressing. Towards investing in this model, eye gazes were collected from 16 naive pet dogs. The pet dogs were offered with assorted movies with a woman and in the process concentrated more to one of the similar containers both in same manners of communication as either ostensive non-ostensive manner. There was a difference in the two were in the ostensive condition there was an overexpression of the communicative intent while the ostensive stimulus signal was removed from the non-ostensive condition. Varying data was obtained, and it was established that dogs spend almost the same time gazing at both the ostensive and the non-ostensive signals. It was also shown that the dogs invested the same amount in the scanning of the region that contained the face of the actor relative to the whole body. When the dogs were analyzed over looking at the corresponding area, it was observed that there was a more look by the subjects to the gaze-congruent area than the way they looked at the gaze-incongruent after they saw the woman’s ostensive addressing. 

From the results obtained, it is shown that there are notable similarities between preverbal infants and adult pet dogs regarding the responses to the content specific human referential signals. The dogs indefinitely took a longer time looking at the gaze-congruent area where the ostensive condition cueing phase was. However, it was not possible to record this from the first place provided that the test is reported to be stringiest in capturing the gaze of human in the cases of ostensive communication. The disparity obtained from the two measurements suggests despite being sensitive to the ostensive signals, infants at the age of 6.5 months old are more sensitive to these signals as compared to the dogs. Earlier in their ages, even human infants exhibit similar patterns despite preferring to fixate on the gaze-congruent objects. Arguably, dogs are less accurate in the first fixation they make. Also, it is possible to have a bias on the subjects since they were permitted to freely move thereby producing an intermittent eye-gazing recording that led to increased noise within the analysis of the first look. 

From the study, we can connect these findings to the class teachings about social cognition. The behavior for the following gaze among humans has an earlier pervasive response which can be considered to be social cognition window for the other species that are non-human. For instance, it has been established that dogs got a high ability to share attention with human beings and this has led to the development of their skills in the situation of object choice through human gaze. The dogs have shown to be very sensitive to the visual attention of humans, and they have proved to have skills in using signals of human direction that have a significance for reference. From the evidence, it has been shown that the dogs show earlier sensitivity like infants towards cues that signal the intention of human communication.  Therefore, from the findings, it has been demonstrated that through an early mental mechanism, dogs display a performance functioning analog to the ostensive communicative situation of preverbal infants.

Additionally, the dogs gaze-following behavior can be a response that is socially facilitated just like susceptible human ostensive cues, and there can be linked to the understanding of the co-orientation with other organisms. Furthermore, there was the utilization of eye contact in this study combined ostensive addressing, and this raises queries on the ostensive cues contribution to the propensity of dogs following the human gaze. From the result, it can further be argued that seemingly dogs evolved a cognitive mindset which is a mainly an infant analog function that can facilitate the interaction of emergent communication with people through proper socialization to the environment of humans.
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